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FOREWORD

The test research program reported herein was conducted bv the Genera’
Electric Company under National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Lewis
kesearch Center, Contract NAS3-20605 and coaducted urder the cognizance of
W. Stevans and J. Adamczvk of the Lewis Research Center.

This test research program was conducted to investigate stall flutter by
providing detailed quantitative steady and unsteady aerodynamic and aero-
mechanical measurements in a typizal fan rotor. Both subsonic/transonic (tor-
sional mode) flutter and supersonic \flexural mode) flutter were lnvestigated.
The tests were conduzted in two builds: Build 1 tested during November, 1978;
Build 2, Tests 1 and 2 during March, 1979; and Build 2, Test 3 during January,
1980. This report documents the results of this program.

The authors would like to acknowledge the valuable assistance of L.W,
Kruger and Mike Chalfirn in the FFT acquisition and analysis of the test data,

of x.J. Klapproth in analyzing the test data, and of T.A. Dodd in preparing
data presented in this report.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
—_—e

Ls blade instability or flutter of fan and compressor airfoils. Flutter
Lnvariably produces latolerable vibration levels that exceed the airfoil's
allowable fatigue strength, severely affecting engine 1jfe. Whenever flutter
ls present within the operational range of an airfoil, extensive design
modifications are necessary for production engines.

Avoiding blade flutter in gas turbines 1is always a primary goal for gas
turbine designers. Unfortunately, flutter prediction has not kept pace with
the overall advances and new requirements of turbomaciiinery design. This
has been true because of the complexity of flutter phenomena, which can be
characterized as a combination of aerodynamic and structural lnteractions
within a feedback system. As a result, the detailed flow mechanism in stall
flutter, to cite one example, remains ill-defined, a fact which has prevented
the development of a valid analytical model. 1In fact, present technical
achievements in the theoretical analysis of flutter problems are all the more
remarkable in view of the complexity of the problem involved,

Blade flutter, as it occurs in rotors, is a predominantly non-integral

per-rev blade response at one of the blade's natural frequencies, generally

in first flexural or first torsional modes. Usually, the amplitude of a
blade's vibratory response is fairly constant with fixed flow conditions when
flutter occurs alone, not in combination with other forms of blade excitation.
Due to the complexity of the unsteady aerodynamics, however, the exact detajils
of how aerodynamic forces generated by the blade motion do work on the blade
system over a given vibratory cycle have not been adequately determined.

Because there is no valid analytical method for predicting flutter bound-
aries, the industry has used various semi-empirical methods. These methods
vary in detail but are often similar in concept: the flutter boundary is
experimentally determined on each of several experimental rotors in terms of
basic rotor parameters, This composite is then used to predict the flutter
boundary for the new designs. Although this method has been relatively suc-
cessful for parameters within the range of experience, it does not provide
a basic understanding of the flutter mechanisms.

Semi-empirical techniques depend on the analytical models of the flutter
mechanism to establish the "primary" parameters against which flutter exper-
lence 1is intevpreted. Therefore, these techniques can be influenced by the
same interent limitations of the analytical model on which thev are based,
Obviously, an improved analytical representation would result in better semi-
empirical techniques and should lead to direct analytical methods with poten-
tial for developing design criteria for preventing flutter,

The specific objectives of this program were to obtain detailed measure-
ments of both the steady and unsteady flowfields surrounding the rotor, and to
determine the mechanical state of the rotor while it was operating in both the




-,

steady and flutter modes. This data could then be used to formulate empirical
and semlempirical correlations for predicting the onset of stall flutter in
hiigh-speed axial flow rotors.

1.1 PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

This flutter research program was initiated to investigate stall flutter
by providing detaijled quantitative steady and unsteady aerodynamic and aero-
mechanical measurements of a typical fan rotor. Both subsonic/transonic

torsional mode flutter and ~upersonic flexural mode flutter were investi-
gated.

The rotor configuration chosen for this program is a 31.2 percent geomet-
ric scale model of the Quiet Engine Program (QEP) Fan C, Build 3 design (Ref-
erence 1). Figure 1 provides a comparison of the scale model rotating rig
fan blade with the full scale Fan C blade. The model blade is an exact geo-
metrical scale of the original fan, the major aerodynamic design features
of which are shown in Table I. The scaled fan blade resulted in a 54.35 cnm
(21.4 inch) tip diameter with a design pressure ratio of 1.61 and a correctad
airflow of 40.8 kg/sec (89.9 lb/sec). The test facility in which this rotor
was tested is described in Section 3.0.

Both conventional and innovative instrumentation methods were used to
measura the steady and unsteady flowfields and the mechanical state in and

around the test rotor. The instrumentation details are described in Section
4.0.

The testing in this program was handled in a total of three tests using
two separate Builds. This approach was taken in order to meet all the objec-

tives outlined for the program and to acquire all the necessary data from the
Instrumentation.

Build 1 consisted of two tests:

l. The first was a mechanical checkout. Tne vehicle's soundness was
determined by monitoring vibrations in the blade system throughout
the speed and throttle ranges defined for the test program.

2. The second was an aerodynamic performance test which completely
defined stall and flutter boundaries.

duild 2 was the special Instrumentation test. The program's fundamental
research activities were conducted during this phase of the program. All
of the aerodynamic and mechanical unsteady data were obtained during the
testing of Build 2. The original plan called for the investigation of
fifteen data points during this phase - three data points (for three
levels of flutter penetration) on each of five different speed lines
However, the plans were changed when flutter penetration caused the
blade's vibratory stresses to lacrease rapidly until the blades were In
jeopardy of failure. The data points where unsteady data were obtained
are shown on the rotor performance map in Figure 2.

L]
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Figure 1. Comparison of Rotating Rig Fan Blade with Full

Scale Fan C Blade.




Table I. Full Fan C Aerodynamic

Design Features.

Corrected rotor tip speed
Inlet hub-tip radius ratio
Rotor inlet tip diameter

Corrected airflow

Inlet corrected flow/annulus area 201.6 kg/sec-m2 (41.3 lbm/sec-ft2)

Bypass ratio

Bypass stream total-pressure ratio
Core stream total-pressure ratio
Rotor aspect ratio

Rotor solidity, tip

Rotor solidity, hub

Number of rotor blades

Rotor tip diffusion factor

Number of bypass stream OGV's
Number of core stream OGV's (tandem airfoil)
Design relative tip Mach number

Design speed, rpm

472.4 m/sec (1550 ft/sec)
0.36
1.73 m (68.30 in)

415 kg/sec (915 lbm/sec)

5.0
1.60
1.49
2.09
1.40
2.45
26
0.325
60
60
1.52

5200

u)
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2.0 TEST VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

The rotor stage selected for this experimental research program was Fan C
from the NASA Quiet Engine Program (QEP), Reference 1. The fan rotor tested
on this program was a 31.3 percent scale of the full scale single stage fan.

The design characteristics for the scale model fan are summarized in Table
II.

The rotating rig test vehicle included a cantilevered, singl -s-age fan
rotor system with a split discharge tlowpath configuration, see Flgure 3,
Major control features included (1) a variable discharge vane row in the bypass
duct to control the vehicle bypass ratio and, further downstream, (2) a facil-

1ty discharge valve to throttle the fan above the design operating line to
stall and flutter.

The overall test arrangement was comprised of the following features
(see Figure 3):

° an inlet screen and a bellmouth cylindrical inlet,

® a fan module, flow splitter, fan bypass discharge valve, and fan
discharge frame,

° @ sump and drive shaft system, and
° a facility discharge mechanism.

The fan module was an exact scale of the Fan C system including the rotor
blade-disk system, the core and bypass outler guide vanes (0GV's), the flow-
path casings, and the rotating spinner,

The fan stationary components were mounted on the forward end of the fan
discharge frame, a boilerplate structure which provided primary support for
the test vehicle. The inlet bellmouth and flow measurement section were
supported separately. They were mechanically decoupled as a unit from the
basic vehicle by a silicone rubber O-ring. For easy access to the rotor, the

fan rotor casing was a split casing consisting of two 180° segments jointed by
axial flanges at the horizontal centerline.

The rotor contained 26 titanium blades with integrally machined platforms,
a straight shank, and a single tang dovetail. The pressure faces of the dove-
tails were protected from fretting by an application of copper-nickel-indium

coating. The blades were retained in positior by an aft ring which locks the
blades in the disk.




Table IT. Rotating Rig Design Characteristics.

Corrected rotor tip speed 472.4 m/sec (1550 ft/sec)
Inlet hub—tip radius ratio inlet 0.36
Rotor inlet tip diameter 53.80 cm (21.18 1in)

Corrected airflow 40.74 kg/sec (89.81 lbu/sec)

Inlet corrected flow/annulus area 201.6 kg/sec-m? (41.3 lbm/sec—£t2)

Bypass ratio 5.0
Bypass stream total-pressure ratio .60
Core stream total-pressure ratio .49
Rotor aspect ratio .09
Rotor solidityv, tip .40
Rotor solidity, hub 2.45
Number of rotor blades 26
Rotor tip diffusion factor

Number of bypass stream OGV's

Number of core stream OGV's

Design relative tip Mach number

Design speed, rpm
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2.1 AERODYNAMIC DESIGN

The scale model fan rotor tested in the rotating rig vehicle was an exact
geometric scale of the NaSA Quiet Engine Program Tan C Build 3 single-stage
fan. The scaling factor was determined as a ratio of the tip diameters
(21.4/68.3 = 0.3133). Fan C was designed as a nigh speed, lightly loaded,
high bypass ratio fan with a low hub-to-tip radius ratio and large axial
spacing between the rotor and bvpass OGV's to reduce noise. In the Build 3
configuration, the part-span shrouds were removed and the blades were twisted
closed, resulting in improved aerodynamic performance. However, significant
stall flutrer was encountered below the aerodynamic stall line. Full details
of the Fan C test progran are given in Reference 1.

The aerodynamic design point for the scale model test vehicle was chcsen
to match 2 measured operating point at 100 percent corrected speed taken during
the full scale Fan C Build 3 component test. At this point, the measured flow
conditions were nearly equivalent to the Fan C design objectives. The scaled
total fan flow was 40.8 kg/sec (89.9 lbm/sec), and the bvpass stream stage
pressure ratio was |.6l with a stage adiabatic efficiency of 83.9 percent
(slTightly less than the measured peak efficiency at speed). The core flow
stage pressure ratio was 1.500. The vector diagrams obtained bv an axisvm-
metric modeling of the full scale fan's measured flow properties were
duplicated in the scale model rotating rig from the fan rotor inlet to down-
stream of the flow splitter in the vicinity of the outlet guide vanes.

Design stream-sur faces were established through the rotor along which flow
area distributions were determined for use in subsequent blade element data
analvses.

Although the bvpass and core OCV's were not exact scales of the Fan C
geometry, they were designed to perform similarly so as to preserve the rotor
aerodynamics while transitioning the flow smoothly into the test facility
discharge valves. The Scale Model Compressor Test Facility, as discussed in
Section 3.0, incorporated a single discharge valve rather than the separate
discharge valves used bv Fan C for both bvpass and core streams. [a order to
set the bypass ratio, a ring of moveable vanes was iastalled behind the bvpass
UGV's to be used as a trimmer adjustment to the bvpass flow rate. The main
discharge valve was used to set the overall operat.ing line; see Figures 3.

The major aerodvnamic factor that cannot be scaled exactly except hv
testing the model at impractical inlet pressures is the Revaolds number.
The effects of Revnolds number on eftficiency and stall marcin are known
to be quite small 17 the absolute level of the scale model's Rewnolds number
is greater than 3 < 102, Revnolds numbers for the scale mode! fan are

S 102 at A0 percent soeed and 11 x 100 at 100 percent speed, hich enogaeh
toassure aerodvaamic performance similaritw,

2.2 MECHANICAL DESIGN

The votor for this program was a 31.3 perceat scale of the NASA OEP Fan ¢
Build 3. The aerodvnamic design was maintainedi by incorporating an exact geo-
metrical scale of the airfoil shape, including tolerances, surface fin 5, and




tip clearance. The mechanical design of the rotor blades consisted of the same
material (TL 6-6-2) and exact scales of platforms, shank and dovetail configy-
rations, airfoil o shank offset, etc. The rotor disk was sized to nrovide

thie exact scale of overall rotor stiffness and was made of rYe same material,
D6AC steel.

The aeroelastic parameters were also scaled from the orizinal rator,
Their Campbel] diagrams are ldentical since trequency and speed scale Hv the
fame factor, Therefore, resonant Crossovers occur at tdentical percent speeds
for both fan sizes, Likewise, reduced velocities are consistent as g function
of speed, Mach number, and incidence angle. Blade untwist due to centrifugal
loads and air loads are directly scalable effects. Table ITI summarizes the
airfoil mechanical parameters.,
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Table III.

Fan Blade Mechanical Summarv.

No. of Stages
Biade Type
Material

Nb

DiaTip

Lsa

(Ry/Re )L

Chord: Root
Tip

Aspect Ratio (Root)

tm/c: Rgot
Tip

Stagger: Root
fip

Camber: Root
Tip

Solidity: Root
Tip

1

Cantilever

Ti 6-6-2
26
53.14 em (20.92 in)
15.49 cm (6.099 in)
0.36
6.46 cm  (2.544 in)
8.92 cm (3.510 1in)
2.40
0.114
0.027
6.47 deg
71.11 deg
91.098 deg
-1.664 deg
2.414
1.389




3.0 TEST FACILITY

3.1 GENERAL

The stall flutter test program was coaducted at the General Electric Co.
(Evendale, Ohio) in Cell A9 of the Component Test Facility, located in Build-
ing 303. The equipment room and test tanks are located on the first floor of
the two-story structure, while the control room and data recording center are
located on the second floor. The tast facility consists of three tanks, each
3.05m (10 ft.) in diameter by 8.23m (27 ft.) long, which are mounted horizon-
tally and intercounected as shown in rigure 4. The two outside tanks, East
and West, are the test chambers, serving as the inlet plenum chamber and hous-
ing the test compressor unit, the facilicy throttle valve, and the test com-
pressor after-coolers. This flutter investigation test program was conducted
in the West tank., The cent-r tank, called the booster tank, houses the
booster compressor, bhooster compressor after-coolers, boostev bvpass valve,
and flow measuring seccvions (four calibrated venturies).

The facilitv's power is supplied by a 3.356 M Watt (4500 HP) electric
motor operated in parallel with a 61 cm (24 in.) diameter single stage 'mon-
constant work' high-pressure turblne to provide up to 6.338 M Watt (8500 HP)

at 20,000 rpn.

This test program was conducted in the open cycle (ambient condition)
mode. In this mode, cooling air was provided to the West tank by diverting
the hizh pressure turbine discharge air into the test chamber, as shown in
Figure 5, to maintain a constant inlet temperature of 15.6° C (60° F).

An i1nlet filter system was lncorporated to minimize erosion and con-
tamination of the instrumentation systems.

3.2 DATA ACQUISITION

On this program, data was acauired wirh analog and digital data recording
svstems, and with on-line photographic equipment.

3.2.1 Aerodynamic Performancc Data

The Digital Recording Svstem, which i1s part of the overall svstem for
acquiriag performance data, was used to obtain steadv-state performanc- meas-
urements. On-line processing of pertformance data was pivovided by a data
transmission link between the test cell digital svstem and the computer (GE
A35) in the Incstrumentation Data Room. Prior to performance calenlations,
all data was ave-aged, converted to engineering units, error-c=2sted for pre-

lmfined limit tolerances, and then printed and stored ir a data bank svsroem.
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A Burr-Brown Analog Computer system was primarily used to provide on=
line computations and monitoring of weight flow and pressure ratio., These

real-time parameters were especially valuable in setting desired test condi-
tions.

Sanborn recorders were used to provide a permanent chart of transient
data. In additiorn to aerodynamic parameters, the Sanborn system was also
used to monitor system vibration accelerometers for vehicle safety.

Unsteady data from stationary instrumentation was recorded on analog

magnetic tape operated at 152.4 cm (60 in) per second to obtain the high
frequency content of the signals.

3.2.2 Aeromechanical Data

The data acquisition system for dynamic stress signals consists of a
28-channel tape recorder with a selector switch providing either AM or F4
playback, plus signal conditioning pre- amplifiers, oscilloscopes, and
spectrum analyzers.

To record all the instrumentation measurements, four complete systems
were used on this program:

1. Data from rotating instrumentation, such as strain gages and blade-
mounted hot films and kulites, was analog recorded at 76.2 cm (30
in) per second.

This data was also digitized via the FFT/computer system and stored
on disk for post-test analysis. The FFT/computer system has two
on-line modes of operation: the gapped data mode which provides
continuous real-time processing and display of data, and the contin-
uous data mode which allows the data to be digitized and written to
computer disk. Some of the data was processed on- -line in real time,

but to minimize expensive test time, all of the data was digitized
and stored on disk.

Blade deformation data was monitored on-line and recorded on analog
magnetic tape.

The steady deformations were recorded primarily by photographs, and
the unsteady deformations were digitized and stored on disk for post-
test processing.




4.0 INSTRUMENTATION

determine the steady and unsteady aerodynamic ang deromechanical characterig-
tics of a rotor blade operating in both subsonic and supersonic stgall] flutter
and in stable conditions,

on each test apd what parametersg were measuredq. Basic positioning of this
Instrumentat joq within the test vehicle is shown in Figure 6,

4.2 STEADY~STATE AERODYNAMIC PERFORMANCE INSTRUMENTATION

rotor. The traversable rakes were also used to measure floyw angle aft of the
rotor,

Traverse data was taken only on Build 1, becauge 4 comparison of the
fixed and traversable rake data showed them to be jgp good agreement . As a

A summary of the locations of the steady state instrumentntion 1s pro-
vided in Table V, for the static pressuyre taps in Table VI, for the static
inlet rake Immersions ip Table VIL, and for the Steady-state traverse probeg
and rake lmmersions ip Table VIII, These locations are also shown jn the
instrumentation drawing of Figure 6

4.3 UNSTEADY AERODYNAMIC INSTRUMENTATION

Aerodynami ¢ unsteady or time-varying characteristicg forward and af¢ of
the rotor, on the airfoil surface, and oq the casing over the blade tip were
Measured with blade~mounted sensors, casiag-mounted sensors, and traversable
dynamic probeg,

(PT)AC around the airfojl, The heated thin film anemometers algg, provided
additional qualitat ive chordwi se unsteady flow characterigticg - flow separa-
tion on the airfoil and velocity variations within a hlade passage,

. @ o
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Table VI. Static Pressure Tap Locations.
z !
Axial |
Location Circumferential
cm (in) Location, ALF-CW

-61.0 (-24.0)
-57.2 (-22.5)

-38.1 (~15.0) 30°
-25.4  (-10.0) 30°
Inlet Duct -8.4 (-3.3) 55°
~11.55 (~4.704) 0*
-7.48  (~2.945) 0*
-4.85  (-1.911) 0°
-2.23  (-0.877) 0°
-1.27  (-0.50) 0*, 72°, 144°, 216°, 288"
0.00 (0.00) 0°
Fan Inlet 0.66  (0.25) 0*
1.47  (0.58) 0*
1.83  (0.72) 0*
2.21  (0.87) 0
2.59  (1.02) 0°
2,97 (1.17) 0°
Above Rotor 3.35  (1.32) 0*
3.73  (1.47) 0°
411 (1.62) 0°
4.50 (1.77) 0
4.88  (1.92) 0

Fan Exit
Bypass Duct 0.D.

10.67 (4.199)

15%, 105°, 195°, 285°

22.62 (8.90%) 40°, 100°%, 160°, 220°, 28C", 340°
Bypass 26.42 (10.40) 99°, 219°, 339°
OGV Exit 0.D.
Fan Exit 10.67 (4.199) 105, 300°
Bypass Duct I.D. 22.62 (8.906) 40°, 100°, 160%, 220", 280", 340°
Bypass OGV 26.67 (10.50) 99°, 219°, 339°
Exit 1.D.
Fan Exit 12.58 (4.951) | 30°, 90°, 150°, 210°, 270°, 330°
Core Duct 0.D.
Core OGV 18.03 (7.10) 105°, 225°, 345°
Exit 0.D.
Core 32.26 (12.70) 105°, 225°, 345°
Exit 0.D.
Fan Exit 12.58 (4.951) 30°, 90°, 150°, 210°, 270°, 330°

Core Duct I.D.

Core OGV 18.03 (7.10) 105°, 225°, 345°
Exit I.D. [

Core . 32.26 (12.70) © 105°, 225°, 345°
Exit I.D. !




Table VII. Pitor 3tatic Inlet Rake Immersions.

} z
| Axial
L‘, Radius Percent™ Locatior.
Immersion ‘ cm (in) Immersion cm (in)
T
= A | 25.631} (10.091) 4,27 *57.1501 (-22.500) ,
=~ B ) 23.1931 (9.131) 13.38 =56.672 1 (-22.312) :
= C ! 20.447| (8.050) 23.63 ‘56.195? (=22.124)
|
D ‘ 17.275} (6.801) 35.48 =55.717 | (-21.936)
E i 13.388] (5.271) ‘ 50.00 =55.240 | (-21.748) ’
- ‘ ' o |
F o 7.728) Guosl) L 71s ~54.762 | (=21.560)
. |
| | ! .

* .
From the outer casing
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The blade-mounted Kulites were positioned to surveyv two radial stations,
37.5 and 75 percent span, with four Kulites on each of tour Slades. The
lnstrumented blades were paired so as to measure data oq the adjacent suction
(coavex) and pressure {concave) airfoil surfaces faciag one <ommon flowstream,
Figure 7 snows chnordwise locations of the blade-mounted Kulites along with the
clreumferential positioas of :he four Kulite instrumented blades.

Problems were encountered with these Kulites due to the technique used te
mount them vn the blade, Consequentlv, a.development program was conducted to
alter the blade mounting technique for the Kulites to improve their response
by reducing their induced strain sensitivity and to maintain more adequate
sensor life in a centrifugal field. This new mounting technique is discussed
ln Sectiocn 4.3.1,

Blade-mounted heated thia film Sefsors were applied at one radial posi-
tion, 87.5 percent sban, on two blades facing the same flowstream. Figure 8
shows how the sensors were distriduted. One sensor on each blade had a common
chordwise location (at the leading edge) and the remaining sensors were alter-
nat=lv spaced as 1 function of percent chord from the leading edge. Figure 3
also Jdepicts the circumferential locatiosn of the hot fiim blades,

Twelive casliazg-mounted f13n frequeacv dvnamic pressure tiransducers
(Kulites) located zbove the rotor blade tip were installed on twou axia. liaes
staggered as specified in Table IX and depicted in Figure 9 relative to the
cold blade tip position. These Kulites were used to investigate the shock
structures and their effects on the local Soundary laver. Of the twelve
casing-mounted Kulites usvd, three were located at the fan tolet, eizht over
the blade tip, and ovne directly aft of the fan rotor,

A statilc pressare tap was installed at the same axial station as each
Kulite to provide a reference level of the DC component of staiic praussure
for each Kulite.

A 3-element traversabie Kulite probe (Pr vaw) was used to Mmeasure the
magnitude o€ instantaneous total unsteady pressure beh.nd Lhe rotacing stage.
[n addition, steadv (DC) transducers provideda parallel Measurements soma dis-
tance along the total pressure tupe from the element inlet, The LC outer ele-
Beats were used to set the orientation angle of the probe for each radial
immersion, which is held at 3 constant DC value. The location of this proube
is shown ia Figure A and in Table X alsng with the seven ragdglial immersions.

y Blue Ball (Pr) dvnamic Pressure probe was used as a replacement for the Prp
vaw probe when the Kulite olements fajled, The Blue Ball prooe has no VAw
capabilityv but is r2latively insensitive to flow angle varitations, This probhu
was installed at the same location as the P viw niobe,

Two x-arrav, traversable, heated thin-film anemometer pProbes werse used t,
Mtain two-dimensional fluid flow inforrmation., Thege probes measurad the mass
flux in tne axial toVz) and 1n the circumferential (tangent ial) lirwection
(ove) at the seven ridial immersions Ziven in Table X, 0Ope X=arrav probe was
ivcated fyrward and one aft of the rotor as shown in Figurz h and Table X. The
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Table IX.

Casing-Mounted Kulite Locations.

Z
Axlal,
Location Circumferential
cm i (in) Locaticn , ALF - Cw
0.00  (0.0) 8° + d
Fan Inlet 0.64 (0.25) 8° - 4
1.47  (0.58) 8° + 4
1.33 (0.72) 8° + d
2.21 (0.87) 8° - 4
2,59 (1.02) 8° + d
j 2.97 (l1.17) 8° - d
! Above Rotor 3.35  (1.32) 3° . 4
j 3,73 (1.47) 3% - 4
i +.11 (l.62) 8° « d
‘ 450 (1.77) 3° -4
I
| Fan Exit +.88 (1.92) 8° + 4
L, Bvpass Duct
4= I TN
(Y OV S ey '
-0.762 cm +0.762 ¢m © e

(+0.300 in)

——Kulite Mounting
Pad

Outer Casing




1703 T 7079 (709)

(708) (710)

54(0.25) 122(0.48) '75(0.30}’9<?-51> 76(0.30
Leading 38 38
Edge (0.15){(0.15)
I

Stacking
Axis

Tip Chord = 3.9 (3.51)

cold Stagzeer =

Rotation

D

Fivure 9, Casing-Mounted Kulite
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probe's output is an instantaneous analog voltage level as measured bv the two
orthogonal wires of the probe. From these measurements, steady time-averaged
values of mass flux were obtained and unsteady values determined from the
perturbation about the steady values.

4.3.1 Blade-Mounted Kulite Senso; Calibration

During initial testing with the rotating rig, the Kulites were simply
epoxied into countersunk holes in the blades. Unfortunately, this application
technique made the Kulites extremely sensitive to mechanical strain induced by
blade vibration.

Ia response to this problem, an improved technique for installing Kulite
sensors was developed. The Kulite transducer is attached with epoxy to a
glass tube which is isolated from the blade with RTV as shown in Figure 10,
About 10 percent of the glass tube is epoxied to the blade, which maintains
reasonable operating reliabity in a centrifugal field while minimiziag the
influence of the blade strain. Table XI lists the bench test calibration
results with this new application along with those of the original application
method. Strain sensitivity in the first flexural mode was reduced to within
the measurement accuracy obtainable in the laboratory. But for the first
torsional mode, the strain sensitivity remains significant ~ even after con-
sideration of transverse g-loading effects which are much greater in torsion
than in flexure due to the higher vibratory frequency. Moreover, the sensors
were oriented in the airfoil to minimize strain sensitivity in the flexural
modes. This may be the major factor coantributing to the high torsional strain
sensitivity

[n summary, the new installation technique for the blade-mounted Kulite
sensors successfully reduced their sensitivity to mechanical strain induced by
the blade's flexural vibration. It worked somewhat less successfully in the
first torsional mode.

4.4 AEROMECHANICAL INSTRUMENTATION

4.4,.1 Blade Deformation Instrumentation

The primary objective of the blade deformation measurements made during
this program was to determine the tiwe-averaged (steady) and unsteady changes
in stagger (untwist) and camber (chordwise bending) of the test stage while it
operated at the onset of instability and while it was in instability., These
measurements were made with bifurcated fiber optic scanners (light probes)
mounted in the casing. A total of 14 sensors of three different tvpes were
utilized to obtain complete airfoil deformations. The locations of these
light probes are shown in Figure 6 and schematically depicted in Figure 11,

Eight of the light probes were located on the casing over the blade tip
section and aligned with the calculated 100 percent speed blade tip stagger
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Table XI.

Results of Blade-Mounted Kulite Laboratory Calibrations.

|

L

’ g Kulite
Spanwise | cC - A B cC D
Blade Locationi Freq.| CX A B C - | D
No. (Surface)] Mode | (Hz) % e 8% 20% 40% 50% 07
a. Former Installation Technique
2 5% s } IF | 120 0.052 | 0.052 | 0.110 - 0.178
(cx) I 2F | 394 0.345 | 0.391 | 0.616 - 1.00 |
1T | 878 0.256 | 0.216 | 0.216 - 0.360 | 3
| @
3 75% s ) IF ; 124 - ] 0.188| 0.009| 0.014 | 0.058 .
(cc) | 2F | 402 ! - 0.57L | 0.072 1 0.008 | 0.284 | 3
| 1T | 890 | - 0.506 | 0.101 | 0.245 | 0.182] &
L 1 87.5%s  1F ' 122 | | 0.061 - 0.024 -, 0.220 =
- (ex) C2F 400 . 0.784 - 0.158 - | 0.761 =
It 910 0.354 - 0.179 - J 0.514 |
; ; "
|
4 1 87.5% s L IF ' 120 | - 0.038 | 0.007 | 0.056 ; 0.013
Cco) | aF 1 o3ss | - | 0.008 | 0.055| 0.077 | 0.133
y 1 IT | 874 - 0.050 | 0.204 | 0.071 J 0.146
b. Current Installation Technique
I | [ -
2 | 7sts | 1F | 120 1€0.02 [<0.02 {<0.02 - | <0.02 ®
C(Cx) f IT | 880 | 0.226 | 0.062 | 0.064 - | o0.072] =
I e
! ! —
30 75%s | 1F 0 o122 - l<0.02 [<0.02 | <0.02 J 0.02 | 3
L (co | T 888 | T 013 0.02 | 0.032 | o0.08 | &
t I ' i I i b
! ! ; @
1 87.5%'s _ 1F 118 | <0.02 1<0.02 [<0.02 | - i <0.02
C(ex) 1T . 900 ¢ - 0.191 f o164 | 0,062 | - | 9062
: s ! |
4 0 87.5%7 s ] IF | 116 ' = 1<0.02 1<0.02 | 0.023 ! <0.02
. (co) 1T 874 - 0.065 | 0.050 | 0.024 | 0.050
l ; i | | |
Note: Kulite response normalized to 6.89 N/cmZ (10.0 psi)
31
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angle. This allowed for the measurement of blade tangential displacement from
which the blade tip untwist and chordwise bending could be calculated. Two
axial deformation light probes were Incorporated in the casing over the blade
tip leading edge to measure the time averaged axial location of the rotor blade
tip leading edge. Two laser light probes were located on the casing forward
of the rotor to measure the leading edge deformations at 60 and 87.5 percent
span locations with two 16 mm (0.0625 in) reflective targets strips located on
the blade convex (suction) side. Two laser light probes were also located on
the casing aft of the rotor to measure the trailing edge deformations at 60
and 87.5 percent span locations with two similar reflective targets strips
loc:zed on the concave (pressure) side of the blades. The laser light probe
systems were incorporated to measure blade untwist at the selected spanwi se
locations. Posttest measurements showed the lasers to intersect the blades at
57.2 and 78.9 percent span.

4.4.2 Dynamic Strain Gages

The rotor was instrumented with 26 dynamic strain gages, one on each
blade at the same location - near the leading edge at about 15 percent span
from the blade root on the pressure (concave) side, as shown in Figure 12,
For reference, Figure 13 shows the circumferential location of each blade
identified by their serial number, strain gage item number, and rotor slot
location.

The gages were located to be sensitive to the first three modes of vibra-
tlon most representative of flutter. These gages were used for safety moni-
toring as well as for measuring such blade dynamic chavacteristics as fre-
quency, vibratory stress amplitude, rotor modal content, and phase angle at
selected operating conditions. Blade-to-blade phasing was obtained while
operating at the onset of and within instability for selected data points,
Strain gage signals were continuously monitored and recorded throughout each
test.

The strain gages were used as the fundamental basis of identifying flut-
ter, making general diagnoses, establishing a reference for comparison of other
mechanical and aerodynamic data, and for immediate interpretations allowing
control of test conduct and test safety.

4.5 ROTOR POSITION INSTRUMENTATION

An accurate rotor position signal is required for timing and data corre-
lation purposes for the analysis of the data obtained from the aforementioned
special instrumentation. The timing signal (1/rev) was obtained from one of
the four magnetic pickups located at the rotor hub seal as shown in Figure 6.
Figure 14 shows their circumferential locations. The 1/rev signal was then
transmitted to an electronic shaft angle encoder which can generate any user-
selectable number of pulses (between | and 99,999) in the time interval
between successive l/rev pulses. Here the snaft encoder was used to generate
the 26/rev, or 1/blade, signals.
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Figure 12, Rotor Blade Strain Gage Location.




—~—Item No.
;" 8lade S/N
/ . 5 ,
// —Disc Slot No.

, ."\

KX (832)

~ Y)’((?Jj

31 (826) Z

31(825) 20

319
508>
3
POk
u\C5 |

1/Rev Pickups

1z
o o 14 13 -
™ ™ = = *
& = > %
T - [ -
) ‘30 o) 3
B v 5 -
~ <

Aft Looking Forward, Clockwise
Rotating Rig
Build 2

Figure 13. Rotating Rig, Build 2, Configuration.




< v
Vi . . .
ST SPaNe . 7
P VIO GG P |
J{ -
i
— ¢
x
. :
- = r
- — "5 .
— 5.5
"7 ety
, I
- L ‘*
N Lo Laed JSL N LTS o8
Pressure Ration
4
IRR—
- _ i
. : -
2 .
” Goiitter e e ® o [l lowest Ll 4 -
— & -dg 10T Nominair L L. :
| . o . -
i @ -is (5l lntermesiate YLl - .
! ® iy .F Near Stall Slutrer e R
1
R R TR - - i -
i

Ficure 134, Total Pressure and Total femperature Radia!
Profilcs. 95, Spv&d.

36




e -

5.6 DATA ANALYSIS PROCEDURES

This section discusses the data acquisition and aralvsis procedurss used
to obtain quantitative data for both (1) rne steady and unsceady flowfield
surrounding the fan rotor and (2) tne rotor's mechanical state in both the
steadvy and flutter modes of operation.

The principal datn analvsis trol used for this program was the FFT/com-
puter svstem. In addition to on-line analog-to-digital conversion and disk
storage of test data for post-teat processing, the FFT/computer svstem pro-
vided spectral analvses of the data using the w2ll known fast Fourier trans-
form (FFT). The spectral analvses include gena2rating the direct Fourier
transform (DFT), the inverse Fourier transform (IFT), the power or auty
Spectrum, and the cross spectrum. (It should be aoted that the term "linear
spectrun”, used throughout this report, refers to the square voot of the auto
spectrum.)

5.1 STEADY AERUDYNAMIC PURFOKMANCE DATA

Measured ddata needed to calculate the overall performance and blade ele-
dent data of the scaled Fan € rotor wers obtaiined from the fixed and travers-
able instrumentation described in Section 4.0.

5.1.1 Calculations of Overall Fan Performance

Performance data for the hbvpass stream were obtained by measuring total
Pressu-e and total temperature with instruments located in the inlet duct and
with three 7-element radial rakes located on the leading edge of the hvpass
ZGV's (see Figure ). Perfyrmance data for the core stream were obtained by
measuring total pressure and total temperatura with the ialet duct instruments
arnd with three 4-element radial rakes located in front of the core NCV's
(see Figure 6),

Fan stage bvpass performance was estima.ed for the Rotating Rig. Instry-
mentation was not used renind the bvpass CGV to measure flow losses, As a
~ r2sult, a representative radial distribution was assumed for the value of the
bypass UGV loss coefficient, This distribation corresponded to Fan € measurad
values in the iatermediate operatineg range between peak efficiency and stal!
tlutter.

[nlet properties wers determined from measarement s of total temperat.are,
total Pressure, static pressure, and water-ailr ratin, Total Femperatare tras
d>fined oy the arithmetic average of roadings from the Inlas screen Phormo-
couplaes, corraected for static-wire calibration factHrs.  Total and statie
pressures wera defined by the arithmetic average of the readings from the fogr
b-element radial inlet rakes. Thernodvnami. relationships and roal gas prop-

2rties were used to compute stagnation enthalpy, inlet phi-function, and inle.
flow,




Kotor exit properties at Jdlscrete Immersions wer: deternined from wea-
surements Of total temperatuie, total pressure, and flowpath surface staric
pressures. The total f2mperature and total pressure were Jdefined by the arith-
metic averdge of the readings from the three rake elements at =2ach immersion.
The statl: pressure was based on a radial linear interpolation between arith-
metically averayed hub and :casing static tap readings. Corrections wer= made
to the average temperatures for static-wire factors and Mach number efrfects.
Thermodvnamic relationships and r 4! 2zas properties were used to find values
of stagnation en-halpy (actual and i7-al), exit phi-functions, velocity, and
densityv at each immersion. The local mass flow associated with each immersion

N was calculated with an effective flow area consistent with the static pressure .
level.

Rot,r exit properties were mass-averaged usine the local immersion values.
Specifically, the following properties were computed in both the bvpass and
core streams: actual stagnation enthalpv, ideal stagnation eanthalpv, and exit
phi-function. From tuese properties the rotor performance parameters of
adiabatic efficlency and rotor total pressure ratio were calculated.

Flow was deternlned Dy o sumaing tae local Immersion tlows ar each of the
taree calcuiation planes. Core stream fiow was also computed at the core duct
2X10 from the arithmetic averiage values Hf pressure and temperature. Total
fan tlow was independently measured v tae facility veanturi flowmeters.

dvpass ratio was calculared from the core duct exit flow and the integrated
1nlet rake flow.

5.1.2 Calcutations of Blade Element Data

Blade clement data were computed in basically the same manner as done Ln
the NASA/GE ATT Fan Program, Reference 2. Blade element sections were chosen
parall=1 t5 the calculation stream surfaces of the scale model design peint at
100 percent corvacted speed.  These sections passed through specified immer-
sions Jdefined as a percentage of the average bSlade height.,  For the bvpass
str2am, the selacted immersions were 3, 10, 15, 30, 50, 60, and 70 percent
annulus from the blade tin, and tor the core stream, the immersions were &0,
25, 90, and 95 perceunt.

Rotor blade element lata were calculated using an axisymmetric streamiine
analwvsis procedura,  This method used the measured radial distribations of \
trtal temperature and total pressare obtained from the fixed rakes, hoth for- ¢
warl and are of the rotar, nlus some wall static pressure measurements, *»
caloalate all other flaid properties and vector diagram parameters on asi-
svmmet ric stream surfices,  The analvsis itteratively selectod <ireamline
sitope, curvatare, and streamline radial position at oach caleulation s 4t ion
g Eoosatisty the equations of coatinuity, enerze, and radial equilibriam,  The
assaned axital distribations of affective-area coefticieats (or hinckagos:
aeeded by the analvsis were tartial ly chosen individually to mat-n the wal'
statie pressare data ot ecach reading. whien oo osabstantial difterencees 1o
these distributions were found among the first eighteen roadinus, 1 constant
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set of values was used. The assumed duct losses in total Pressure xnown to
exist between the hlade edges and the measurement planes were Coafined to the
fluid near the flowpath walls, and the values were based on limited data from
the boundary layer rake and cobra traverse probe. Chordwise 1istributions of
relative total pressure luss and work input throvgh the fan rotor were selected
by matching che measured axial static pressure distribution at the far. tip, and
transitioning intv quarter-sine wave distributions across the subsonic hub sec-
tions. Fluid properties at the rotor trailing edge were made continuous across
the splitter stream!ine, so smooth blending was required between bvpass stream
data and core stream data. Figure 14 illustrates how the analysis modeled the
measured data, showing radial profiles of total pressure and temperature for
the four data points analyzed along the 95 percent speed line. The profiles
dre not continuous between byvpass and core streams because the plotted values
come from the measurcment plares, which are separated by the splitter. The
etftects of throttling, which are more pronounced in the fan tip region, are
apparent.

A second method of calculating blade olement data was used for the five
data peints of Build | for which traverse probe measurements of flow angle and
STALLC pressure were obtaiied. This method had sutficient datra available r,
determine all fluid properties and vector diagram parameters at the measiurement
planes without a streamline analysis, hence, it was used to verify the results
Of the first method. The data was translated from fiedasurement planes to blade
2dges by applving contlnulty, conservation of energy, and conservation of
moment of tangential momentum along stream surfaces similar to those used in
the streamline analysis. The results obtained with both methods are compar«d
in Figure 15 for a sample reading, the rear-flutter point at 70 percent cor-
rected speed. At all bvpass immersions, adequate agraement between incidence
and deviation angles, diffusion factors and loss coefficients confirmed the
valtdity of the stream!ine analysis method. Based on these results, subse-
quent testing used fixed rake measurcments only,

3.2  STRAIN GAGES

-

5.2.1 Vibratory Response

Each blade was instrumented with ore dynami. strain gage located so it
“ould respond to the blade's first three vibratory nodes, as shown in Fizure
12, The flutter response was obtained {rom the tape-recorded strain page
signals in terms of stregs amplitude. frequency, aud interblade phase angla,
The stress amplitade for 2dch blade was ottained fronm plavback of the strain
£45e0 s51Znals in terms of averall stress levels and streass lavels tilterad at
the tlhiutter trequency.  The blade vibratory response trequency was detormined
2o=line and verified wirh the tape-recoarded data.

5.2.2 lnterblade Phase Angie

Interhlade phase angles weros detormined from the Itrain gage data hv two
proincipal data analviis methoas: (1) analog phasemetor time history analwvseis
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and (2) FFT cross spectral analvsis.
bv on-line phasing analysis and by phasing of individual waveforms from tape

plavback.

Further verification was

5.2.3 Phasing of Rotating Tastrumentation Signals

Phasing between a reference strain gage signal (different reference strain
gages were used at different speeds) and the rotating blade-mounted Kulite and

hot film signals was obtained with the FFT cross spectral analysis using the

continuous time histories.

5.2.4 Phasing of Stationary Instrumentation Signals

The true, unsteady amplitudes and phase data were determined using the
digitized time records corresponding to instantaneous measurements for the
selected sector of blades (200 consecutive data points, see Figure 16) acquired

over 128 rotor revolutions. However, in this case,
2nsemble averaged (Figure 17) as they wer- for steadv data - instead the per-

turbations at selected discrete time points (discrete circumferential loca-
tions) were used to establish the unsteadv characteristics.
trates the approach used to assemble frames of unsteadv data that correspond

the time frames were not

Figure 18 illus-

to different discrete circumferential locations in the rotor coordinate svstem.

Similar frames of data were assembled for the reference strain gage signal to
provide a common reference for phase calculations.

As a result of this approach, the unsteady component of the signal
obtained from the stationary sensor was sampled for a specific rotor circum-
ferential location at a sampling rate equal to the rotor speed, i.e., a rate
of one sample per revolution. Hence, sampie points were obtained at a fixed
spatial location relative to the rotor coordinate svstem, thereby achieving
the same result that would be realized if the stationary sensor were rotating
with the rotor. Therefore, a coordinate transformation from the stationaryv
coordinate system to the rotor coordinate system was achieved for the fixed
sensor by the 1/rev sampling. The timing of the extracted data was controlled

to be constant by reference to the 1/rev clocking signal.

Comparing the l/rev sampling frequencies with the corresponding instabil-

ity frequencies in
enough to me=t the
pling rate must be

in the signal. The only recourse was to employ deliberate aliasing to trans-
late the frequencies of interest, namely the flutter frequency and its com-
ponents, into the Fourier analvsis range.
this l/rev sampling at discrate circumferential locations in the rotating
coordinate systems, and the resulting FFT aliasing of the frequencies, are
referred to throughout this report as "aliased time histories."

Table XII, shows that the former were clearly not high
Shannon sampling criterion, which specifies that the sam-

at least twice as high as the highest frequency of interest

The time histories constructed by
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Table XIi. One Per Rev Sampling Rates and Instability Frequenci-=2s.

Percent Speed % 1/Rev Sampling { Flutter
Mode (16597 = 100%) | Rate (Hz) . Freq. (Hz)
LT 65 179.8 | 896
70 193.7 i 896
LF 90 249.0 ‘ 320
95 262.8 ‘ 336

Actuallv, two different techniques were used to obtain phase infor-
mation. One was to alias all the flutter frequencv components in the total
stationary sensor signal (the stationary sensors see the instability at many
frequencies). The other technique was to extract individual spectral com-
ponents from the direct Fourier transform linear spectra of the time history
sample, then perform an inverse Fourier transform on these componeats to
obtain the corresponding time history. This results in a time history for a
single nodal diameter plus its harmonics, which are at multiples of the blade
passing frequency. Proper l/rev sampling of this nodal diameter's time his-
tories (128 of them) permits the phasing analysis with the reference strain
gage signal similarly sampled. This second technique was used only for the
casing-mounted Kulites.

Now, when the relative phase between point A in the flowstream and point B
on the reference blade is determined and the relative phase between point C in
the flowstream and point B on the reference blade is determined, then the rela-
tive phase between points A and C in the flowstream can be obtained from the
difference between the two relative flowstream/blade phase angles.

5.3 BLADE DISPLACEMENT DATA

As discussed in Section &4.4.1, three different light probe systems were
nsed to measure blade deformations. However, problems were encountered with
the axial and spanwise deformation measurement svstems. The axial deforma-
tion light probe svstem was inadvertently mounted on the casing so that, when
operating at speed, the blade tip leading edge was forward of the light probes.
Thus no useful axial deformation data was obtained. During Test 3 the laser
light probes did not work properly when oil became embedded in blade-mounted
reflective strips because of a facility oil leak during flutter testing. Hence,
most of the blade displacement data was obtained from the casing-mount~d blade
tip light probe svstem,
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5.3.1 Steady-State Deformation

5.3.1.1 Tangential Deflections

The steady tangential deflections were determined from on~line Polaroid
photographs taken of a four-channel oscilloscope multiple sweep display (the
signal displayed in these protographs shows the passing of a single blade over

several revolutions). The triggering of the oscilloscope could be controlled
to delay the display to show subsequent blades, one at a time. Thus, separate
records were obtained for individual selected airfoils. The scope display

allows graphical measurement of the elapsed time between the electronically
generated 26/rev clocking sigzna' and the blade light probe signal. This
elapsed time was converted to time averaged displacement using the scope
sweep time and the measured rotor speed.

The low reflectivity of the 0il embedded reflective strips mentioned
above made the photographs of the laser light probes verv blurred. Photo en-
Nancement techniques were considered, but the onlv practical "enhancement
for the on-line photographs was to enlarge them and either manually measure
the enlargements or digitize them. It was felt that sufficient accuracy
could be obtained by carefully measuring the on-line photographs, exer-
cising engineering judgment regarding the blurred light probe traces.

To extract absolute displacement, the measured blade displacement rela-
tive to the 26/rev signal at the speed point of interest must be compared to
that at "zero" speed. The "zero" speed reference used here was 2000 rpm,
where the blade displacements were assumed to be negligibly small. In addi-
tion to the two relative displacements mentioned above, it is necessary to
know the location of the 26/rev relative to the J/rev signal at both the
speed point and at "zero" speed. The only special instrumentation data points
where the above data was obtained so that absolute displacements could be
determined were the 65 percent speed torsional flutter point, the 70 percent
speed intermediate operating line (IOL) point, and the 90 percent speed
tlexural flutter point.

5.3.1.2 Blade Untwist

Knowing the tangential tip deflections at the leading edge and the
aftmost chordwise location where light probe data is available, one can
calculate the blade tip untwist angle experienced by thie blades at vartious
operating conditions. This determination requires only the relative tangen-
tial displacements.

5.3.1.3 Chordwise Bending

The relative tangential displacement data at the blade leading edge,
mid-chord, and trailing edge were used to estimate the chord-wise bending
during various operating conditions. The change in the angle formed bv the
line from the leading edge to the mid-chord and the line from the mid-chord
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to the trailing edge was used to indicate the amount of chord-wise bending at
the blade tip.

5.3.2  Unsteady Deformation

5.5.2.1 Tangential Deflections

In parallel with the time averaged steady deflections, the unsteady defor-
mation amplitudes of the blades were digitally acquired on-line by the FFT/
computer system. Data from the eight light probes was not recorded simul-
taneously. Due to buffer storage limitations (4096 samples per buffer), the
FFT/computer software was designed to acquire the 128 revolutions of data from
one light probe at a time. If more than 4096 samples were recorded, more than
one buffer would be required, causing some delay due to writing the buffer to
disk. This delay could result in gapped data and/or shifting of the data

within the bufler causing problems in determining which sample went with which
blade.

The data acquired is the final voltage level of a ramp signal generated
by external electronic hardware and terminated by the occurrence of a light
probe signal. Each of the 26 ramp peaks (one ramp is generated per blade)
were recorded for 128 revolutions. Then, for each blade, the 128 samples had
the minimum voltage subtracted so that, knowing the ramp sl:p». the double-
amplitude vibratory displacement was calculated.

5.3.2.2 Deflection Phase Angles

The interblade phase angle data was obtained by the FFT cross spectrum
analysis of the blade deflection aliased time histories. (As discussed in
Section 5.2.4, 1/rev sampling results in aliasing of the flutter frequencv:
nence the term "aliased time histories.'") The time shift of the recorded

data due to the light probe sequential sampling of the blades is accounted
for in the phase data.

5.4 BLADE-MOUNTED SENSORS

Quantitative and qualitative measurements of the flowfield within a blade
passage were made with two kinds of blade-mounted sensors: dynamic pressure
transducers (Kulites) ard heated thin-film anemometers (hot-film sensors).
Problems were encountered with both of these sensors, primarily the mounting
technique for the Kulites (see the discussion in Section 4.3.1), the tempera-

ture compensation for the hot-films, and the induced strain sensitivityv for
both.

The rotating bridge for the hot-film sensors was mounted in the rotor
shaft to eliminate slipring noise from the hot film signal. The temperature
environment in the shaft was not accurately known. During the vehicle check-
out, the hot-film signal sensitivity appeared adequate but gradually diminished
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; to low or zerc ouftput as the testing continued. System modificatinns wer:
made, but despite these changes, the hot-film data recorded was unusable for
aralyses in this program. Therefore, hot-film data is not presented in this
report.

5.4.1 Kulites

The blade-mounted Kulites were positioned to survey the unsteady pres-
sure at two radial stations, one each on two pairs of blades (see Section 4.3). ]
. The data was measured on adjacent suction (convex) and pressure (concave) blade 4
surfaces facing one common flowstream. Amplitudes were determined from the
tave recorded data playback in the form of cverall levels and waveforms. ’

L

FFT analyses of the blade-mounted Kulite data were performed using 20 ‘L
samples averaged in the frequency domain. Averaging in the frequency domain
was accomplished by acquiring successive sample time histories -- each initi-
ated with the 1/rev trigger, obtaining Lhe Fourier transform of each sample,
adding the transforms together, and dividirg by the number of samples. Fre-
quency averaging was done because it preserves the non-synchronous response
- whereas time averaging does not.

Cross spectral analyses were used for phasing the pressure signals rela-
tive to a reference strain gage signal.

= 5.5 CASING-MOUNTED KULITES

Since stationary sensors see the flutter response in terms of multiple
traveling waves plus their harmonics, all casing Kulite data was recorded at
1.52 mps (60 ips) on magnetic tape for post-test processing at a reduced tape
speed to recover the high frequency content. The FFT/computer system was used
for all casing Kulite data reduction and for the evaluation of the unsteady
pressure characteristics of each circumferential point relative to the rotor
coordinate system.

The casing Kulites measured the dynamic component (Pg)ac of the static
precsure at 12 points above the blade tip (see Section 4.3). The correspond-
ing LU component was m2asured with conventional casing-mounted staric taps so
that the instantaneous static pressure was obtained by algebraically adding -\
(Pg)ac and (Pg)pc-

The casing kulite data were used to provide:

° The circumferential variation, over a few blade passages, of the
unsteady component (Pg)ac of the static pressure

) Contour plots of the total static pressure distribution over the
y rotor blade tips during stable operation and during flutter




° Aliased time histories of the unsteuadv pressure, corresponding to
- different discrete circumferent.al locations in the rotor coordinate
system, for relative amplitude and phasing information

Uk

° Analysis of the traveling wave content present during flutter.

The circumferential variation of the unsteady pressure was obtained from
the easemble average of 64 samples, as shown in Figure 17. These 200 data
point time histories covered about three blade passages at 65 and 70 percent
speed and four passages at 90 and 95 percent speed.

The contour plots of the pressure distribution over the blade tips were
obtained from time histories comprised of the ensemble average of five instan-
taneous unsteady pressure time histories taken in consecutive rotor revolu-
tions plus the DC portion of the static pressure measured bv the static taps.
(Recall, from Section 4.3, a static tap was provided for each Kulite at the
same axial location.) Examples of these time histories are shown in Figures
19 and 20 for flutter at 70 and 95 percent speed, respectivelv. The time
histories for the odd-numbered Kulites were shifted so that the contour nlots
were made as 1f all 12 Kulites were at the same circumferential position.
This set of 12 static pressure time histories was than input into a coatour
plotting program which linearly interpolated between the Kulites for the
specified pressure levels,

The procedure for obtaining the aliased time histories of both the
unsteady pressures and the strain gage signals was described in Section 5.2.4
(see Figure 18). This was done for enough equally spaced points on the rotor
circumference to insure that there were at least 10 points in the flowstream
between two blades.

The traveling wave content, as observed in the stationary reference
Hl frame, of the rotor response during flutter was determined from linear spectra
_ obtained through Fourier analysis of the casing Kulite sigaals. Tvplcallv, the
linear spectra were the result of 256 sampla2s, each 12.8 seconds long, averaged
1n the frequency domain with a bandwidth of 20 Hz.

5.5.1 Transformation to Rotating Reference System

With careful handling, casing Kulite data can produce accurate informa-
tion on the amplitude and phase of all significant traveling waves from which,
through linear superposition, one can calculate the unsteady static pressure
due to blade vibrations which would be observed in the rotating reference svVs-
tem. The unsteady static pressure in the rotating reference svstem is the kev

physical quantity that all unsteady aerodynamic theories are developed to
predict.

To translate the unsteady pressure data, measured bv the stationary casing
Kulites, intc the rotating coordinate system, the harmonic components for »ach
nodal diameter traveling wave were summed vectoriallv.
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Consider the reference coordinate svstems shown 1ua Fizure 21:  for a
traveling wave of nodal diameter, n, the unsteadv pressure, by, at a 2lven
axial locaticn, x, 1s a periodic function of the rotating circumferential
coordinate, 3, with a period of 27/Ny at time, t, and can b expressed
in terms of 1ts harmonics in the Fourler series:

Palx,3,6) = Agg e U0t (n + aNp)9 | (1)

m:—a
where
Ann = amplitude of mth harmoniz wave
« = flutter frequency in rotating system
m = wave harmoni: o mber
a = traveling wave nabers (number of nodal diameters)
Nyoo= aumber of bSlades (26 for tue kotating Rig)
3 = angular position 1In rotating svstem, measured positive
pprsing rotor rotation
ind where rhe sign of 4 indicates a forward traveling wave (FTw) when positive
and a backward travaling wave (BTW) when negative. The number of svmmetrical
component= 1s equal to Ny = 2h; hence the highest number ¢ nodal diameters 1is

equal o 26/2 = 13.

Equation (1) is the most general expression for the unsteady pressure
travaling wave of nodal diameter n in the rotating svstem. To transform it
intc the statlionary system, the following coordinate transformaticn was used
(see Figure 21).

where 4 is the rotor speed (rev/sec), 9, Ls the absolut: angular coordinate
measured in inertial space positive opposing rotor rotation, and 3 is the angle
between the inertial reference and the rotating reference at t=0. For tals
studv, the iLiertial reference was taken as the Kulite location and the rotating
reference was the slipring l/rev trigeer. Substituting Equation (2) iato
tquation (1) vields the general form of pressure waveform in the stationary
svstem:

Pal <,3,5,t) = by (<) ﬂl(ump t o+ kap Jo) )

a2
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OF POOR C. .
where .
Pon (X) = Agg (x) e (4)
= complex amplitude
wmn T w * Xppd (5)
= flutter frequency perceived in station svstem
Kmn = n + mNp (6)

= wave number

From Equation (5) it is easy to see that the single flutter frequency. w,
observed in the rotating system becomes a spectrum of many frequencies when
observed in the stationary system.

The complex amplitude, Equation (4), can be written as
Pmn (X} = |pan (x)] ei¢m”(X) (7

where the amplitude, IPmn(X)!' and the phase, ¢pp(x), can be extracted from
the casing Kulite data. This belng done, one can calculate the amplitude,
Apn(x), for the rotating system wave form, Equation (1), from the following:

ilpmn(x) + KppBl

Amn(X)= [ Pan(x)| e (8)

Now, substituting Equation (8) into Equation (1) gives the general form
of the unsteady pressure traveling wave of nodal diameter n in the rotating

svstem:

Pnix,9,t) = E ' pn (%) | ei[mt + omn(x) *+ kgnle + 3)] (9)

m = -
from which one can calculate the amplitude and phase of the pressure wave at
each circumferential location §. Careful measurement of the angle 8 results
In a good estimate of the unsteady pressure information on both the pressure

side and the suction side of the blade tip.

An alternate form of Equation (9) is

Pn(x,9,t) = E | Pmn( %) oilomn () + m¥b8 + kmnBl) Li(yt + no)
m = *~o

(10)

The quantity inside the brackets { } is a periodic function of 9 with period

2q/Np, 1.e., it is invariant for geometrically similar points in each blade
passage - points separated by one blade pitch. From this invariance property,

the net pressure, pn, will exhibit a constant interblade phase angle of
360 n/Np degrees because of the exponential factor e!M® outside the bracket.




-

To obtain the total flutter unsteady pressure signal in the rotating
svstem, the pressure, Py, was summed over all significant nodal diametars,
l.e.,

Nb/z

p(x,3,t) = E pplx, 8,t) (11)

n = —Nb/z

To make a reasonable estimate of the phase (in relation to a fixed
initial time) several samples of the casing Kulite data should be initiated
at the same phase point (the same point in the cycle) and averaged for the
particular frequency of interest. Because the flutter traveling wave fre- .
quencies, w,,, differ from the system flutter frequency, w, by integral !
multiples of the rotor speed, f, the proper integral number of rotor revo-
lutions separating two consecutive samples to achieve the same phase start
tor the fundamental system flutter frequency applies to all other traveling
wave frequencies as well. The slip ring l/rev signal was chosen as the
initial time to which all phases are referenced.

Calculations indicated that 50 rotor revolutions separating consecutive
sample Llnitiations should, in principle, produce approximately the same phase
start for casing Kulite data at the 70 and 95 percent speed flutter points.
The sampling rate used was 128,000 samples per second with a sample length
of 0.064 seconds. Thirty-two samples were taken and averaged in the time
domain. An aliasing filter with a roll-off rate of 48 dB per octave was
used. The cutoff frequency was 50 kHz.

Having obtained the averaged time history of the Kulite data, the
normalized Fourier transform of the averaged data was generated. Box—car
windowing was used in the digital Fourier transform procedures. Because of
the leakage effect of the digital Fourier transform, the obtained phase
angles of the Fourier transforms were interpolated to obtain a better esti-
mate of the true pressure phases. The phase interpolation formula, Reference
3, uses the phase at the frequency of the locally largest response corrected -
according to the ratio between the locally largest magnitude and the next
largest magnitude at the frequencv which is one bandwidth apart from the
largest response frequency.

5.6 TRAVERSABLE PROBES '

The radial distribution of the free stream total pressure was measured at
the exit traverse plane, as described in Section 4.3, with a traversable
Kulite probe. \lso described in Section 4.3 are the two x-arrav, traversable,
heated thin-film anemometer probes used to obtain two-dimensional fluid flow
information (absolute flow velocity and flow angle) forward ard aft of the
rotor. These probes were used to obtain ensemble average time histories, cir-
cumferentially average! radial distributions, contour plots of the radial dis-
tributions, circumferc.rial amplitude variation aad corresponding phase rela-
tive to a reference s.rain gage, and traveling wave contenr.  All of this
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information was obtaired using the same reduction techniques used for the
casing Kulite data, explained in the preceding section.

The centour plots were an exception, however. Contour plots for the
Kulite prote used the ensemble average of b4 samples (200 points each) of the
unsteady total pressure (Pr)sc plus the circumferentially averaged steadv
total pressure (PT)pc. Contour plots from the x-array probes were obtained
with the ensemble average of 64 samples (200 points each) of the absolute flow
velocity and of the flow angle.

As was done for the casing Kulites, all traversable probe data was
recorded at 1.52 mps (60 ips) on magnetic tape for post-test processing at
a reduced tape speed to recover the high frequencies of the traveling wave
harmonics.

5.7 STRUCTURAL RESPONSE PREDICTIONS

Static and vibratory analvses of the Rotating Rig blading were made with
General Electric's TWISTED BLADE (TWBL) computer program. This program pro-
vides a beam solution with numerical lntegration performed on a tenth-order
differential equation set with provisions for including general boundary con-
ditions. The coupling of bending and torsion is included for both static and
vibratory analyses.

The TWBL program was also executed as a component within General
Electric's COUPLED BLADE-DISC program which considers the complete system of
disk and blades to analyze the traveling wave problem.

For the blade work calculations, nlade vibratory analyses were made with
General Electric's TAMP finite element program using eight-noded brick elements
to model the blade as shown in Figure 22. The brick element is a 3-D 1sopara-
metric solid element with 33 degrees-ot-freedom: 24 corresponding to the
three motions at each of the eight nodes, and nine internal degrees-of-freedom
which are eliminated to minimize the strain energy. The stiffening effects of
rotation are included in TAMP. Output from this program are the stresses,
static deformations, frequencies, mode shapes, modeal masses, and mode shape
slopes.

5.8 BLADE WORK PER MODE CALCULATIOQ

Using the rotor blade data obtained during this experimental flutter
Lnvestigation, the rotor svstem's stability can be evaluated by means of the
aerodynamic logarithmic decrement, Saero, for the predominant traveling waves
(Reference 4). Aerodynamic damping is present for each traveling wave response
and is defined by the familiar logarithmic decrement, which is proportional to
the ratio of the aerodynamic work done per vibratory cyvcle on one blade to the
blade's average kinetic energy per cvcle,







3
aery 4E,

Stabilitv is indicated whan Sqero » O; instabilitv, on the other hand, 1s
indicated when Saero € 0. In other words, when Wn < 0, energv is Jdissinated
by the airfoil and the system is stable, but when W, » 0, energv 1is gained hy
the airfoil and it is unstable.

The aerodynamic work done per cycle from the nth nodal

diameter traveling
wave was determined by the expression.

2n
C —
» .
Wy = f f Apn 8, dt de (13)
0 0

wherae:

2Pn = pressure difference across the airfoil from the ath nodal
diameter
§n = normal deflection of blade tip in the nth nodal mode
Sn = 4 8,/dt
t = time
w = flutter frequencv
¢ = chord

Equation (9) or its equivalent, Equation (10), was used before to obtain
the pressure amplitude and phase. But this phase 1s the "absolute" phase
angle which is relative to the t = 0 starting time of the data sample. The
problem here for the work/cvcle/mode was to obtain the phasing between the
blade tip displacement and the blade tip pressure differential. Given the
relative phase between the deflection and a reference strain gage, and between
the pressure differential and the same strain gage, the relative phase between
the displacement and the pressure differential can be determined.

For the work/cvcle/mode then, the casing Kulite pressure signals were
processed as follows: the Fourier transform of the overall si nal was taken,
the traveling wave was extracted along with its harmonics, and the inverse
Fourier transform (IFT) produced the time history for the selected traveling
wave. This traveling wave time historv was then l/rev sampled, along with
that of the reference strain gage, to construct aliased time histories for

stress and pressure on each side of the blade. The desired phasing informa-

tion was then obtained with cross-spectral analyses.
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The unsteady blade tip deformation data obrained Erom the light probes,
discussed in Section 5.3.2 and preseated in Section 6.3.3, were used for the
work/cve le/mode calculations. The measured tip derlections and interblade
phase angles were used in the following expression for each rotor blade

6;(t) = A; sin [w(t - Ti) - %] cos A (14)
where
5i(t) = normal deflection of the ith blade tip
Aj = measured maximum tangential tip displacement of the ith blade
k.
Ty = —N—ly = time shift to account for sequential sampling
b of the blades
Ki = blade index
N, = number of blades in the rotor (Np = 26)
?{ = measured interblade phase angle
A=

stagger angle

Equation (14) was evaluated for ecach blade at the same instant to obtain the
Instantaneous circumferential distribution of the blade tip normal displace-
ment. This circumferential distribution was then Fourier decomposed spatially
to determine the amplitude, 5n, of each nodal diameter traveling wave present.

Simul taneous l/rev sampling of the light probes and a strain gage was not
done. The relative phase between the tip displacement and a reference strain
gage was determined from the blade finite element vibratory analysis described
in Section 5.7.

For a single blade, the average kinetic energv per cvcle of the nth nodal
diameter traveling wave was determined from

En = 3 (15)

0 -6

w2 M 82 4.
n

where:
M = modal mass, from TAMP (see Section 5.7)

It should be noted that since there was no data from the axial deforma-

tion light probe svstem (see Section 5.3), engineering judgment was used to
locate the casing kulites and the light probes relative to the blade tip
chord.




6.0 TEST RESULTS

The overall objectives of this program were to obtain detailed measure-
ments of (1) the steady and unsteady flowfield surrounding the fan rotor and
(2) the mechanical state of the rotor while operating in both the steady aad
flutter modes. The data from each of the individual measurements is discussed
in detail below.

6.1 STEADY AERODYNAMIC PERFORMANCE

Overall performance and blade element data for the scaled Fan C Rotor
were calculated by the methods described in Section 5.1. The measured data
that was needed for the calculations was obtained from both the fixed and
traversable instrumentation described in Section 4.0. Fan rotor performance
ls presented as a separate performance map for both the bypass fiow and core
flow streams. A limited comparison of scale model rotor performance is made
with the full scale fan to verify that siilar performance characteristics
were achieved, Blade element data are presented for the five steady traverse
data points of Build 1, for the ten unsteady traverse data points of Build 2,
and for three additioral data points which extend the results over a wider
range of operation,

6.1.1 Overall Fan Performance

In the rotor bypass stream perfuormance map, Figure 23, the mass-averaged
values of pressure ratio and adiabatic efficiency are plotted against the cor-
rected fan inlet flow for all data points obtained during the test program.
The performance map shows lines of constant speed plus several "operating"
lines which are indicative of various degrees of throttling between peak
efficiency and stall flutter. These operating lines were established by
using the data having consistent bypass ratios and facility valve settings.
The low or nominal operating line was establisned by setting the main dig-
charge valve at its most open setting, and the intermediate operating line
was defined at a valve setting approximately midway between its most open
and its stall flutter settings. At a few of the speeds tested, further
unthrottling below the nominal operating line was achieved by opening an
auxiliary (booster bypass) valve downstream of the test vehicle. In this
manner, peak efficiency at high speeds was identified, as shown in Figure 23,
The eighteen readings for which blade element data were generated are iden-
tified on the map with solid symbols. The aerodynamic design point is shown
for reference. Data scatter observed among the remaining data points was
caused by the variations that occurred in bypass ratio, corrected speed, and
facility discharge valve settings. A tabulation of the significant overall
performance parameters for all the read ings taken is given in Table XIIL.
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Table XIII. NASA Rotating Rig Fan Rotor Performance Data. (Concluded)

Build 2 - Special Instrumentation Measuremen:s Test
ol s | HL7R . .
Reading| %N/v/6 5 PM/P1 "4 PZO/Pl BPR | Operating Point
141 94.8 | 82.32 | 1.59 | 0.382 1.546 | 4.1
¢ 142 94.9 | 81.04 [ 1.630 | 0.878 1.552 | 4.1
144 95.0 |1 70.1111.685 | 0.798) 1.579 | 4.8 | In Flutter
147 95.0 | 70.06 | 1.686 | 0.804 | 1.577 | 4.8 | In Flutter
148 94.9 1 69.97 [1.685 | 0.806! 1.577 | 4.9 | In Flutter
149 95.0 175.90 | 1.651 | 0.840| 1.555 | 5.7 Intermediate 0O.L.
150 94.9 | 74.70 | 1.667 | 0.832] 1.563 | 5.2 Intermediate 0.L.
3 151 9.9 | 74.63 [1.665 | 0.834] 1.562 | 5.2 Intermediate 0.L.
= 152 9.9 | 74.72|1.667 | 0.834 | 1.563 ! 5.2 | Intermediate O.L.
153 70.0 [ 52.76 | 1.281 | 0.826 | 1.292 | 4.7 | Low 0.L.
-3 154 70.0 | 52,71 | 1.280 0.813!1.291 | 4.7 | Low O.L.
3 155 69.9 | 52.67 | 1.280 0.812 1.291 | 4.7 | Low O.L.
- 156 70.0 1 47.68 | 1.300 | 0.774 | 1.294 | 6.1 | Near Flutter
3 157 64.9 | 46.06 | 1.248 | 0.797 | 1.253 | 4.7 Intermediate O.L.
_ 158 65.1 | 45.95|1.250 | 0.797 | 1.254 | 4.6 | Intermed.ate 0.L.
- 159 65.0 1 45.96 { 1.249 | 0.794 | 1.253 4.7 | Intermediate O.L.
| 160 75.0 1 44.51 1 1.255 | 0.785| 1.254 | 5.0 | In Flutter
161 5.1 152,87 11.354 | 0.783| 1.345 | S.4 | In Flutter
162 84.9 | 61.43 | 1.479 | 0.791 1.438 | 6.4 | In Flutter
164 90.6 | 77.55 | 1.510 | 0.862 | 1.480 | 5.0 | Low 0.L.
165 90.5 | 66.74 ' 1.581 | 0.79 | 1.515 | 5.5 | 1n Flutter
167 89.9 165.39 | 1.574 | 0.800 1.502 | 5.9 | In Flutter
168 89.8 | 67.16 | 1.577 | 0.818 | 1.504 | 4.8 | In Flutter
169 89.8 | 67.23 | 1.575 | 0.811 1.506 | 4.8 | In Flutter
170 89.6 | 67.13 | 1.572 | 0.810| 1.506 | 4.8 | In Flutter
171 89.7 176.14 1 1.503 | 0.869 | 1.471 | 5.3 | Low 0.L.
172 89.6 1 76.30 | 1.498 | 0.858 | 1.471 | 5.2 | Low 0.L.
173 89.6 | 76.32 | 1.497 0.847 | 1.472 | 5.1 | Low 0O.L.
174 89.8 176.50 | 1.501 | 0.859 | 1.473 | 5.2 | Low 0.L.
175 89.9 | 71.66 1 1.552 | 0.828 | 1.500 | 4.9 Intermediate O.L.
176 89.8 | 71.44 1 1.550 | 0.825( 1.459 | 4.9 Intermediate 0.L.
177 89.7 1 71.31 1 1.550 | 0.829 | 1.497 | 4.9 Intermediate 0.L,
178 70.0 | 50.24 | 1.292 | 0.802 | 1.292 5.2 | Intermediate O.L.
179 70.1 [ 50.37 | 1.293 f 0.806 | 1.293 | 5.2 | Intermediate 0.L.
180 69.9 |50.27 | 1.292 | 0.8051 1.292 | 5.1 Intermediate 0.7,
184 99.2 | 87.24 | 1.495 | 0.834] 1.536 J 4.5 | Lowest O.L.
185 10Z.4 1 86.90 [ 1.763 | 0.864 | 1.609 | 6.1
186 103.1 | 89.13 | 1.707 | 0.863 ] 1.606 | 5.0
: 187 102.8 | 88.59 | 1.704 | 0.865| 1.599 | 5.0
- e 188 102.0 | 88.59 [ 1.617 | 0.844! 1.578 | 4.6
-y 190 102.6 | 88.82 | 1.567 | 0.823 1.576 4.5 |
- 191 102.4 | 88.80 | 1.517 | 0.805| 1.566 | 4.5
. 192 94.7 | 75.49 | 1.690 | 0.832| 1.581 | 4.2
. 193 94.8 | 75.33 | 1.698 | 0.838| 1.58] | 4.7
o . | 63
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In the core stream rotor performance map, Figure 24, a similar procedure
was used: mass-averaged value of pressure ratio was plotted against the cor-
rected fan inlet flow. The nominal bypass ratio was 5, althougn there was
some scatter In the actual values recorded during the test, so the core stream
airflow was approximately one~sixth of the total fan flow shown in Figure 24,
Core stream efficiency values were unrealistically high, and there were incon-
sistencies observed between the Plane 20 and Plane 25 total temperature mea-
surements. Because no core region traverse data were available to help resolve
temperature measurements, the core stream efficiency is not reported.

Superimposed on the full scale Fan C bypass stage performance map, Figure
25, is the Rotating Rig Build 1 data modified by the loss assumption based on
the full scale data. The comparison shows good agreement in terms of speed
line characteristics and stage efficiency. Most important, the scale model
vehicle exhibited rotating stall and stall flutter of the same type and at
similar aerodynamic conditions as Fan C. The flow-speed relationships plotted
in Figure 26 provide further evidence that the two vehicles are aerodynamically
similar. The Rotating Rig Build 2 data compares favorably with Fan C in terms
of flow versus speed along an operating line passing near peak efficiency.
Considering the difficulties involved in defining a distinct flutter boundary,
the flow-speed comparison at the stress limit is also in very good agreement.

6.1.2 Fan Rotor Blade Element Data

Rotor blade element data were calculated for the eighteen readings shown
on the performance map, Figure 22, using an axisymmetric streamline analysis
procedure discussed in Section 5.1.2. The rotor blade element data are pre-
sented in Figures 27 through 29 as plots of total pressure loss coefficient,
diffusion factor, and deviation angle versus the meanline iacidence angle. A
complete tabulation of these parameters, plus the radial distributions of the
flow properties at the blade edges, is given separately for each of the
eighteen readings in Appendix 4. The plots present the data in a standard
NASA format which groups data from all speeds according to a given immersion.
Only the bypass immersions are shown, since the lnconsistencies observed in
the core stream measurements resulted in some unrealistic values, In addition
to the 10 data points at which unsteady data are reported, three steady-state
readings (two at 95 percent speed, and one at 70 percent speed) are included
to extend the range of the blade elemen! data to flow conditions near peak
efficiency operation. The incidence angle used for this presentation is based
upon the design value of the blade leading edge angle; a more accurate value
would account for the variations in measured blade untwist that occur at lower-
than-design speeds. The true incidence angle, however, would not significantly
improve the scatter of the blade element data cbserved in Figures 27 through
29. A more meaningful display of the loss data is shown in Figure 30, where
the total pressure loss parameter for the rotor tlade is plotted as a function
of blade diffusion factor. The result is a better correlation, indicating
that the rotor blade performance is more closely related to diffusion levels
than to variations in speed or incidence angle variations,
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6.2 BLADE DYNAMIC STRAIN GAGE DATA

The ten aerodynamic operational conditions at which steady and unsteady
Measurements were taken are shown in Figure 2, The operatlng parameters are
summarized in Table XIV. All 26 blades in the rotor were iastrumented with
dynamic strain gages, although not all gages could be monitored and recorded
for each test. Blade mounted hot films and kulites limited leadout capabili-
ties through the 100 point slip ring. Usually, twelve to nineteen gages were
monitored during the three tests, excluding failed gages. The data obtained,
on a continuous basis, from blade strain gages Lnclude vibratory stresses,
frequencies, and interblade phase angles.

6.2.1 Bench Test Frequencies

Figure 31 shows the bench {laboratory, zero speed) test blade frequencies
and their disposition around the rotor as tested in Build 2. Since all blade
bench test frequencies were within 2 percent of the average measured flexural
frequency and within 2 percent of the average measured torsional frequency, no
effort was made to selectively arrange the blades in the rotor.

6.2.2 Flutter Frequency Response

At the nominal and intermediate operating lines (NOL and IOL), as defined
in Section 6.1.1 (Figure 23), the rotor blades responded predominantly at
their individual natural blade frequencies. These frequencies varied from
blade-to-blade. A typical Campbell diagram is shown in Figure 32 for a nomi-
nal operating line accel from 2000 rpm to 18500 rpm. As can be seen, the
vibratory stress amplitudes were very low throughout the speed range with the
maximum response at the second flexural mode - 3/rev cross-over where stresses
reached about 5.5 kN/cm?-da (8 ksi-da). As the fan was throttled from the
nominal to the intermediate operating line at 70 percent and 90 percent speeds,
Some of the airfoils experienced a slight frequency shift while other airfoils
did not experience any frequency change at all. Shifting of the natural fre-
quency seems to be independent of the mode as shown in Figures 33 and 34.

Throttling further to the flutter boundary, aerodynamic coupling appears
tuv drive all the blades at a common flutter frequency. This is shown in Figure
33 for the torsional flutter mode at 65 and 70 percent speeds and in Figure 34
for the flexural tlutter mode at 90 and 95 percent speeds. A significant
increase in the flutter frequency between 90 to 95 percent speed is observed
due to the centrifugal stiffening effect on the bernding mode, see Figure 32,

As expected, centrifugal stiffening did not have a significant effect on the
torsional mode.

6.2.3 Flutter Vibratory Stress Amplitude

In this program, flutter was identified primarily by strain gage response
which provided flutter frequencies and vibratory stress amplitudes. Data
points, at which steady and unsteady flutter measurements were made, were
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Table XIV. ©NASA Rotating Rig Data Point Summary.

Speed Pressure Bypass Corrected Flow Operating
Reading | 7 rpm Ratio Ratio (kg/sec) | (1bm/sec) Line '
159 65 | 10793 1.249 4.65 20.85 (45.96) Int .
80 65 | 10836 1.257 5.14 20.58 (45.37) F
¥ - 155 70 | 11601 1.280 4.71 23.87 (52.62) Nom :
180 70 | 11601 1.292 5.12 22.80 (50.27) Int ?
89 70 | 11654 1.308 5.03 21.90 (48.28) F i
174 90 | 14906 1.501 5.16 34.70 (76.50) Nom
. 175 90 | 14919 1.552 4.88 32.50 (71.66) Int
168 90 | 14892 1.577 4.85 30.46 (67.16) F
152 95 | 15751 1.667 5.15 33.89 (74.72) Int
- 148 | 9515769 | 1.685 4.86 | 31.74 | (69.97) F
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Table XV. Blade Vibratory Stress and Phase Lag Summary
for the Four Flutter Points.
Percent Speed
65 70 90 95
Slot Item ¢ ¢ ‘ 4 ¢

No. No. Stress | (deg) | Stress | (deg) | Stress | (deg) Stress | (deg)
1 832 0.055 0 0.070 187
2 833 0.065 306 0.070 212 0.116 274 0.063 127
3 805 0.100 0 0.175 311 0.072 207
4 807
5 808
6 8065 0.200 | 140
7 810 0.245 E 191 0.221 114 0.093 103
8 811 0.215 ' 130 | 0.162 | 132 | 0.110 | 100
9 812
10 813 0.190 | 90
11 814 |
12 815 0.195 54 0.337 -
13 816 0.194 214 0.275 169
14 834 0.110 312 0.213 271 0.321 235
15 835 0.058 274 0.073 68
16 820 0.120 238 0.145 68 0.360 331 0.570 311
17 822 0.130 72 0.359 0 0.512 0
18 823 0.145 | 144
19 824 i
20 825 0.050 162 0.067 ; 216 0.240 304 0.331 335
21 826 0.060 180 0.07Fr . 209 0.187 159 0.025 188
22 827 0.135 256 0.055 83 0.215 196 0.246 228
23 828 0.115 259 0.110 86 0.202 222 0.223 252
24 829 0.150 - 115 0.151 243 0.145 280
25 830 0.065 E 148 0.118 256 0.089 276
26 831 0.100 252 0.085 i 194 0.079 281 0.061 340

[

|

Note:e$ = Phase Lag
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e Stress normalized to 68.94 kN/cm? (100.0 ksi)
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determined by the stress amplitudes at the flutter frequency. The intent was
to have all the blades responding at relatively high amplitudes in flutter,
but without exceeding the established fatigue limits. Figures 35 through 38
show the time histories of the overall peak-to-peak stress amplitudes and fil-
tered peak-to-peak amplitudes at their respective flutter frequencies. Fil-
tered flutter frequencies are 900 + 25 Hz for the 65 and 70 percent speeds
(Figures 35 and 36) and 320 % 10 Hz at 90 and 95 percent speeds (Figures

37 and 338). These time histories show that most of the overall signal is at
the flutter frequency. As Figures 35 through 38 show, the stress amplitudes
lncreased quite rapidly at flutter onset, indicating a rapid decrease in the
system's aerodynamic damping. A: 65 percent speed, Figure 35, the ampli-
tudes are relatively constant and the overall signal does contain some second
flex/3 per rev resonance response as shown in Figure 32 at about 11,600 rpm.

At 70 percent speed, Figure 36, the stress amplitudes fluctuate LonSLderably
as the onset of torsional flutter is reached, becoming less erratic after a
few seconds of stabilization. For bending flutter, Figures 37 and 38, the
vibratory stress amplitudes of most of the rotor blades fluctuate drastluallv
as a function of time. This variation in amplitude with time was initiated

at flutter onset and continued until the operating condition was changed, L.e.,
until the discharge valve was opened to lower the operating line. Separatad
tlow vibration was essentially nonexistent on this fan even at conditions
close to flutter onmset. Occasionally, the blades were driven in and out of
flutter, especially at 90 percent speed (Figure 37). Throttling the fan fur-
tner Lnto flutter was impractical since the blade stresses were fluctuating

up to the blade's fatigue limits.

From the time histories, amplitude variations of overall and filtered
levels around the rotor were obtained at a specific time for each of the four
speed lines at the ten special data points. (jee Figures 39 through 42.)
Stress amplitudes on the nominal and intermediate operating lines were rela-
tively low, with some blade-to-blade variation. At the flutter conditions,
whether bending or torsion, the stress amplitudes were relatively high, with
some blades reaching fatigue limits. Also, a large variation in blade-to-
blade stress amplitudes was observed with the maximum response blade being
different for each speed. This shows that it could be dangerous to test a fan
or any blade row with only a few strain gaged blades. T12 instrumented blade
could be a low response blade wnile other nonstrain gaged blades in the rotor
could be responding at stress levels above fatigue limits.

The blade-to-blade stress amplitude variation in flutter, for the four

speeds tested, is an iadication of the existence of more than one traveling
wave in the rotor which Ls probably due to the effects of mistuning.

6.2.4 Interblade Phase Angles

[nterblade phase angles relative to a reference blade were determined for
atl the available strain gage data with two data analysis methods: analog
phasemeter and cross spectral analysis. Examples of each are shown in Figures
43 through 45. Figure 43 illustrates that a constant phase angle exists
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between two blades as a function of time for 90 and 95 percent speeds. At 90
percent speed, the blades were oscillating in and out of flutter; the phase
angle is shown to be constant while they are in flutter and to vary considera-
bly when they are not in flutter. Similar data was analyzed at the same oper-
ating condition a few hours later and the results were the same, that 1s, the
identical phase angle existed between the sime two airfoils.

The strain gage responues were also analyzed with the FFT/computer.
Typical linear spectra and cross spectra of strain gage data are shown in
Figure 44 “or 79 percent torsional flutter and in Figure 45 for 90 percent
flexural flutter. The predominant spike is apparent at each of the flutter
frequencies, although the stress amplitudes are average values and do not
represcnt the maximum response. The cross spectra yield the relative phase
between the two linear spectra. These phase angles were in good agreement
with the phasemeter data. Averaging in this case proved to be tnconsequential
since the phase angle between two blades was conscant as shown in Figure 43,

The phase angles of the flutter stress signals were plotted on system
mode wave diagrams in Figures 46 through 49 to decermine the traveling wave
nodal diameter and its direction. For torsional flutter at 65 percent speed,
the data shows either a two or six nodal diameter forward traveling wave. At
70 percent speed torsional tlutter, both four and six nodal diameter forward
traveling waves are evident. For flexural flutter at 90 and 95 percent speeds,
there are two and three nodal d.ameter forward traveling waves respectively,
Precise wave decomposition was encumbered by the lack of stress data on many
blades (recall that not all blades could be monitored). However, the missing
interblade phase information from the blade stress can be supplemented bv the
Interblade phase data from measured blade tip displacement as discussed in
Svction 6.3.2.2. It is noteworthv that onlv forward traveling waves were
observed in hoth flutter medes.

A summary of the measured peak-to-peak stress amplitudes snd the phase
angles is provided in Table XV for the four flutter points. The phase angles
are shown 1a terms of phase lag relative to the reference blade. The refer-

eize blace is indicated by a zero phase angle at each speed., Note that dif-
ferent reference blades were used,

6.3 BLADE DISPLACEMENT DATA

One objective of this fiutter research program was the direct measurement
ot blade deformation. The steady deformation of the cotor blades can change
the aervdynamic flow within the blade row due to the c¢hange in flow channel
profiles. A blade stagger change (untwist) directiy varies the flow incidence
angl-. a controlling parameter for stall flutter. Similarly, chordwise bend-
irg ot the .' des mav alter the aerodynamic characteristics of the flow for
blades »f l.w or wedium aspect ratio especially at transonic air speeds. Al-
though st ady deformations are of greater concern ac flutter vnset conditions,
data was o ltwned at all special iestrume- ation data points.

90




IEGERItE I cANlIng gy
[euorsIol poads quasaayg [euorsaor pasdg uanang (g

‘ere Iseyy Aqey urteaag

91

‘vieq aseyq ofer uredag  cy/u oandpy

Ty oandy gy

FLLARLVS KRS ENNIES Fal e
a; . SO Hi gt 1 e tH N " §

ﬁ#!’q‘ B S S T T T T

B

()

|
i
_ﬁ
ME N Als

] g _ e ) i it e e 2 2




1IN Y TAIINTY
learxaig ‘psadg 7¢e vavg [EInXoL ‘poaads 706 vivd ,
ASTYJ apeld I1y FurIeioy gk oandry aseyq opepyg Jr1y Suririoy aandry

1AQUINN o[y s taqunN 1ols e

hd ac

;o ar
LI : oy

ISRy

“xpn

5391730

1AqunN A g




Along with the time-averaged steady deflections, the unsteady deforma-
tions of the blades were also acquired to determine the blade flutter mode
shapes and interblade phase angles,

6.3.1 Steady-State Deformation

6.3.1.1 Tangential Deflections

The available (see Section 5.3.1.1) absolute steady tangential blade tip
displacements are shown in Figures 50 through 52. The test data shows that
the steady aerodynamic loading and the centrifugal loading on the blades caused
the front portion of the blade tip section to deflect against the direction of
rotor rotation and th= rear portion of the blade tip section to deform in the
direction of rotor rotation; in other words, the blade untwists.

For the intermediate spanwise locations, Figures 51 and 52 show the avail-
able absolute steady tangential deflection data for 78.9 and 57.2 percent span
respectively. Toward the end of the tests, the 57.2 percent span trailing edge
laser light probe signals were blurred due to oil contamination and were not
recorded - hence the lack of 57.2 percent span trailing edge data for the 70
percent speed IOL and 90 percent speed flutter points. As expected, less
untwist is indicated at these spanwise locations than is shown at the tip for
the 70 percent speed IOL and the 90 percent speed flutter points, The data at
the 65 percent speed flutter point is questionable since it indicates the blade
twists, which is not consistent with all other data.

The relative steady tangential deflections at the blade tip for various
blade tip chord locations obtained from light probe measurements are shown in
Figures 53 through 55 for the points on the NOL, the IOL, and the flutter
boundary respectively, 1In these figures, the measurement corresponding to the
aft-most chord position, where light probe data is available, has been t aken
as the reference point as indicated by zero relative tangential displacement.
For a given operating iln-, higher speed operations always produced large
tangential deflections betiv2en the blade leading edge and 55 percent chord

location, with the possible exception of torsional tlucter at 65 and 70 percent
speeds.

6.3.1.2 Blade Tip Untwist

Figure 56 shows the steady component of the blade tip untwist at the four
roter speeds tested., The steady untwist increased approximately 2° ag the
rotor speed was increased from 65 to 95 percent design speed. The test results
agree well with the TWBL (nominal operating line) analysis., The higher blade
loading due to throttling produces slightly larger untwist values than that of
lower operating line conditions.

The blade untwist at the intermediate span locations, calculated from the
laser light probe data, is compared with predictions in Figure 57. The scatter
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Relative Tangential Deflection, mils
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observed is due to the poor quality of the data from test 3. In test 2,
the laser data obtained at the 65 and 70 percent speed torsional flutter
points was more definitive, and indicates that the measurement accuracy of
this system (compared with the TWBL predictions) is within #1° of untwist.

The blade untwist is plotted versus blade span for 65, 70, 90, and 95
percent speeds in Figures 58 through 61, respectively. These plots show the
tip light probe data to agree within 0.2° of the predictions. The previously
mentioned scatter in the intermediate span data is also evident .

6.3.1.3 Chordwise Bending

The straight line relationships described in Section 5.3.1.3 were used to
determine the chordwise bending at the blade tip. Figure 62 shows the total
blade angle change for various speeds and operating conditions. It can be
seen that the largest chordwise bending occurred at the flutrer conditions,
with the maximum at the 70 percent speed flutter point. This is due to the
torsional mode response at the lower speeds.

€.3.2 Unsteady Deformation

6.3.2.1 Tangential Deflections

Figures 63 through 65 show the blade-to-blade variation of the maximum
blade tip tangential deflections occurring during the 128 revolution data
acquisition for 65, 70, and 95 percent speed at flurter conditions. Also
shown are the corresponding maximum blade stress amplitudes. Data at 90
percent speed are omitted because of Lhe intermittent tlutter exhibited at
that speed. These figures show deflection data from the leading edge light
probe (#755) as it recorded large blade tip deflections in both flexure and
torsion. In general, the deflection amplitude varies from blade to blade, as
does the stress amplitude, with the maximum values occurring at about the same
circumferential location on the rotor. The local discrepancies between the
stress and deflection levels are due to the stress data being acquired at a
different time than the deflection data. The large variations in the stresses
and deflections around the rotor may originate from differences in blade fre-
quencies commonly known as blade mistuning. (There is about 2 percent varia-
tion in the blade natural frequencies.)

The maximum measured blade tip deflections are tabulated In Tables XVI,
XVII, and XVIII for the 65, 70, and 95 percent speed flutter points respec-
tively. Blade deflection data were not available from the trailing edge light
probes at the 65 and 70 percent speed torsional flutter points due to an
inadvertent axial mislocation of the light prube pad. This was rectified for
all other subsequent special instrumentation data points.
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